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Saturday, May 23, 2020 

Dear Parents, Guardians, Families and Students: 

I hope everybody has taken some time to enjoy the Memorial Day weekend spending time with family, friends 
and loved ones.   

Kindly, I would like to update you on a few items that I believe have been very appropriate, important and 
relevant topics of discussion. 

Last Day of Instruction for Students  

As you may be aware, I have posted to our pop-up window on our District Webpage the last day of school for 
our students.  The last day of school (instruction) for students will be Tuesday, June 16, 2020.  Please review the 
pop-up link on the District Webpage for additional information regarding end of the year school closure.   

Senior and 6th Grade Posters 

If time permits over the Memorial Day break, please feel free to drive by our Jr./Sr. High School and N.A. 
Walbran Elementary School.  We have placed individual posters of our senior class graduates on the front lawn 
of our Jr./Sr. High School and individual posters of our 6th grade class along the entryway of our N.A. Walbran 
Elementary School.  With the nice weather, it might be a great time, utilizing social distancing, to drive by our 
school to celebrate our students.   

I would like to thank the Oriskany Boosters Club, Mr. Jamie Grimshaw, our Jr./Sr. High School Principal, the 
Board of Education, Mrs. Colleen Zumbrun and the anonymous donors that assisted greatly in providing this 
recognition for our classes.  

I would also like to acknowledge our Buildings and Grounds crew who have done an exceptional job preparing 
our grounds for the Memorial Day weekend.  Thank you for your hard work and making our campus look 
amazing!! 

Reopening Feedback Opportunity 

Governor Andrew Cuomo has announced that New York school facilities will remain closed for the remainder of 
the 2019-20 academic year.  As we look to the future, we must think about what a return to school buildings 
might look like and how best to support students, families and staff. 

We know that we are stronger together. We need all voices to be heard on this important matter.  Please help 
us encourage all stakeholders, including students, parents, staff and community members, to participate in a 
statewide virtual conversation about reopening schools. Participants will be able to read and rate responses. 
Based on those ratings, the most important thoughts will rise to the top. All contributions are anonymous.  

This is a statewide exchange facilitated by the 37 New York BOCES (Boards of Cooperative Educational Services). 
The exchange results will be shared with our elected officials so that they will have a more global understanding 
of the thoughts and ideas our community members have about returning to in-person schooling.

 



 

I encourage everyone to use the link located in our pop-up window of our District Website to share your 
thoughts and help evaluate the critical issues.  The link is very user friendly and will take you directly to the 
survey to input your thoughts.  We are the Oneida-Herkimer-Madison BOCES Region.   

Mrs. Penny Mann and Mrs. Pam Musacchio - Recognition Teacher Appreciation Week 

A sincere and appreciative congratulations to Mrs. Penny Mann and Mrs. Pam Musacchio for being honored and 
recognized during Teacher Appreciation Week.  We applaud both of you and are honored to have such 
hardworking, compassionate and dedicated teachers providing outstanding learning opportunities for Oriskany 
students.  Congratulations to each of you for your outstanding contributions you provide to our students, our 
families, our community and our school district.  Bravo!! 

Perspective – An Excerpt from one of our Oriskany Students 

Rome Sentinel Article  

Outstanding and well put!!  Thank you.     

https://romesentinel.com/stories/oriskany-senior-classmates-reflect-on-year,98112 

Graduation  

Yes.  It has been an unknown and confusing time regarding graduation ceremonies.  What can we do?  What 
can’t we do?  Where can we do it?  What is it supposed to look like?  How many people can attend? What does 
a mass gathering mean?  What is essential? What is non-essential?  Where do we fit in to the Governor’s Phase-
In, 1-4 plan? The list goes on and on… and there is always the possibility that a new Executive Order can change 
the mandates of conducting ceremonies at a moment’s notice. 

It has been a challenging, frustrating and perplexing time for parents, families, school districts and students alike 
in terms of communicating out what graduation could or should look like.    

Please know, we have been looking at this meticulously and carefully to provide our students with what we 
hope to be the best available options for conducting a graduation ceremony that is prioritized as safe for our 
students, families and community members but also respects, honors and celebrates our students and the 
traditions of graduation that are highly valued by our community and school.     

We have met with the senior class officers, who are elected officers and liaisons to the senior class, our senior 
class advisors and our Jr./Sr. High School Principal to look at and implement a couple of options, under current 
legal and Executive guidance, that we believe will address graduation appropriately and celebratory.   

I will have more detailed information to provide for you coming back from the Memorial Day weekend.  I 
understand your frustration, the importance of celebrating graduation with family and loved ones and I 
appreciate your patience during these times.         

Please enjoy the beautiful weather that is long overdue and much needed during our Memorial Day weekend.  I 
will be in communication shortly.  I thank you for your understanding and support.      

Please be safe and have a great weekend!! 

Sincerely, 

Timothy Gaffney 
Superintendent of Schools     

https://romesentinel.com/stories/oriskany-senior-classmates-reflect-on-year,98112

